
 

 

Appendix A 
CURRENT CONDITION OF CHILDREN, JR. YOUTH AND YOUTH 

 
“…In the current state of society children face a cruel fate. Millions and millions in country after 
country are dislocated socially. Children find themselves alienated by parents and other adults 
whether they live in conditions of wealth or poverty. This alienation has its roots in a selfishness 
that is born of materialism that is at the core of the godlessness seizing the hearts of people 
everywhere. The social dislocation of children in our time is a sure mark of a society in decline; 
this condition is not, however, confined to any race, class, nation or economic condition—it cuts 
across them all. 
 
…although providing spiritual and academic education for children is essential, this represents 
only a part of what must go into developing their characters and shaping their personalities. The 
necessity exists, too, for individuals and the institutions at all levels, which is to say the 
community as a whole, to show a proper attitude towards children and to take a general interest 
in their welfare. Such an attitude should be far removed from that of a rapidly declining order. 
 
Children are the most precious treasure a community can possess, for in them are the promise 
and guarantee of the future. They bear the seeds of the character of future society which is 
largely shaped by what the adults constituting the community do or fail to do with respect to 
children. They are a trust no community can neglect with impunity. An all-embracing love of 
children, the manner of treating them, the quality of the attention shown them, the spirit of adult 
behaviour toward them—these are all among the vital aspects of the requisite attitude. Love 
demands discipline, the courage to accustom children to hardship, not to indulge their whims or 
leave them entirely to their own devices. An atmosphere needs to be maintained in which 
children feel that they belong to the community and share in its purpose.  
 
Among the young ones in the community are those known as junior youth, who fall between the 
ages of, say, 12 and 15. They represent a special group with special needs as they are somewhat 
in between childhood and youth when many changes are occurring within them. Creative 
attention must be devoted to involving them in programmes of activity that will engage their 
interests, mold their capacities for teaching and service, and involve them in social interaction 
with older youth. The employment of the arts in various forms can be of great value in such 
activity.” 

Universal House of Justice, Ridván 2000 


